NCAA ELIGIBILITY - PROSPECTIVE STUDENT-ATHLETES
What Do You Need To Do?
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Grades are important!  If you want to play in an NCAA Division I or II school, you must have a 2.0 GPA (or better) in your core courses.  The higher your GPA, the better.  College coaches want to recruit well-rounded athletes who excel on and off the playing field!
Your scores on the standardized tests (SAT &/or ACT) are also important.  Standardized test scores, taken in conjunction with your high school grades, are used to predict your academic success in college.
Division I:  These schools include the largest and most recognizable sports powers (i.e. University of Florida; Ohio State; UCLA).  

Division II:  Smaller state universities (i.e. University of North Alabama; Valdosta State), as well as lesser-known private schools, belong to Division II.  Only D-I and D-II schools can dispense athletic scholarships. 

Division III:  These schools (i.e. Huntingdon; Jacksonville) emphasize academics over athletics and cannot under NCAA rules offer athletic scholarships, but they routinely award financial aid and often merit money for good students. There are 429 active schools in this division, which makes it the largest collection of NCAA institutions.

The bottom line: only a small percentage of high school athletes win athletic scholarships. According to the NCAA, only 2 percent of high school athletes, roughly 130,000 kids, receive a full or partial scholarship.

IMPORTANT FACTS TO KNOW ABOUT COLLEGE ATHLETIC SCHOLARSHIPS

Grades are important!   If you want to play in an NCAA Division I or II school, you must have a 2.0 GPA (or better) in your core courses.  The higher your GPA, the better.  College coaches want to recruit well-rounded athletes who excel on and off the playing field!

Your scores on the standardized tests (SAT &/or ACT) are also important.  Standardized test scores, taken in conjunction with your high school grades, are used to predict your academic success in college.
Division I:  These schools include the largest and most recognizable sports powers (i.e. University of Florida; Ohio State; UCLA).  

Division II:  Smaller state universities (i.e. University of North Alabama; Valdosta State), as well as lesser-known private schools, belong to Division II.  Only D-I and D-II schools can dispense athletic scholarships. 

Division III:  These schools (i.e. Huntingdon; Jacksonville) emphasize academics over athletics and cannot under NCAA rules offer athletic scholarships, but they routinely award financial aid and often merit money for good students. There are 429 active schools in this division, which makes it the largest collection of NCAA institutions.

The NCAA dictates the maximum number of scholarships a school can dispense in any one sport. A school competing in Division I men’s basketball, for instance, can provide no more than 13 full scholarships, while the number of women’s scholarships in D-1 basketball can’t exceed 15.  Snagging athletic money at D-II schools may look easier, but NCAA rules set the number of scholarships that can be given out even lower than in D-I institutions. 

The bottom line: only a small percentage of high school athletes win athletic scholarships. According to the NCAA, only 2 percent of high school athletes, roughly 130,000 kids, bag a full or partial scholarship.  More than 1 million boys played football in high school in 2008, but only 28,299 received a scholarship in Division I or II. Girls faced adverse odds too. More than 600,000 competed in track and field (the most popular girls’ sport), but fewer than 10,000 won a scholarship that was worth an average of $8,100 a year. The average amount awarded for all sports was $10,400, but students could receive far less. That’s only about half the $21,400 an out-of-state student would have to pay at the University of Florida. 
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Division | and Division I statistics rom the National Collegiate Athletic Association show the average
athletic scholarship to be valued at $10,408. Butin sports ik bassball or rack and field, which routinely.
award partial scholarships, a player can receive as it as $2,000.

NugER OF ScHoLRSHPS.
WEEOYS  NUMBER  STUDENTS  TOTALAVOUNT AVG.%OFFULL YEARLYVALUE

PAFTICIATING  AVARDED  RECENING® GIVEN (1 MLLIONS) SCHOLARSHIP. PER RECIPENT
Iee Hockey 32,166 1,089 1369 $ 208 80%  sa1755
Basketball 541,130 5,949 7545 1260 79 16,698
Gymnastics 3495 o 186 25 51 13,351
Football 1,025,762 19549 28299 3673 69 12,080
Fencing m ] 127 14 38 10814
Sking 11,854 69 143 14 49 o783
Tennis 158,796 1,257 207 265 43 9,050
Lacrosse 35,266 551 1723 149 2 8870
Soccer 330044 2857 6,047 516 39 8533
Swimming/
Diving 86,640 1,080 2,806 233 38 8204
Water Polo 13871 & 282 22 20 775
Wresting 239,105 789 2,160 145 a 6703
Track and Field/
Cross Country 713,305 3112 8414 546 a7 491
Volloyball 35915 129 a16 26 El 6360
Golf 165,857 1310 3662 232 3 6338
Baseball 451,701 3,983 12,272 713 2 5806
Aiflery 2074 15 75 K 21 3608
Bowing 10110 - o = = =
Field Hockey 213 i = = — =
Rowing 2,186 - - - - -
Softball 1484 — = = - =

NuvBER OF ScHoLARSHPS.
WS GRS NUMBER  STUDENTS  TOTALAWOUNT AYG.% OF FULL YEARLY VALUE

PARTICPATING  AWARDED  RECENING' GIVEN (N MILLIONS) 'SCHOLARSHI® PER RECIFIENT
Ice Hockey 4205 423 529 109 80%  s20540
Gymnastics 21,620 an si2 84 80 16478
Basketball 451,600 6217 8,000 1237 78 15,459
Volleyball 82,755 4352 6614 842 66 12726
Tennis 150,740 2298 3506 413 65 12,620
Fencing 641 8t 176 21 6 12080
Field Hockey 58372 699 1680 176 a2 10480
Siing 9307 o 192 ) 50 10022
Golf 54,720 1224 2302 226 3 9801
Rowing 2359 058 2205 223 a2 o723
Swimming/
Diving 138,475 1935 4247 a2 6 9702
Lacrosse 26677 630 1756 170 6 9685
Soccer 270273 3,064 9310 782 3 8404
Softball 365,008 3637 7877 650 6 8255
Track and Fleld/
Cross Country 602,930 4506 9888 0.1 6 8105
Water Polo 11,856 153 a5 35 2 7703
Aiflery s 61 1 11 3 6202
Bowing 9,608 o 263 3 a7 480
Baseball 1,354 — = = — =
Football 73 = - - - -
Wresting 2474 — — - — —

“ There are more studeris recahving athltic aid than there ar
are dvided among several studeats.

Note: N.CA A and igh school data sncompass freshmen o seniors. N.C.AA. data s for 20034, he most racent
scadomic yoar hat the information was gainored based on .G A.A ssimatas from an intoral sy, High school
partcipation igurs are from 1999 200, epresenting the acadarmi year by which most collaga students recehing atitic:
aid in 20054 wero playing high school sports.

cholarships avaiable becatss many of the schalarships

Soutcs:Nationl Coleiat At Assoiaton; Natonsl Frston of S Hih Schot Associatons




Grade 9:


Verify with your high school guidance 


counselor & the online core-course listing to make sure you’re on track!





Grade 10:


Verify with your high school guidance counselor & the online core-course


listing to make sure you’re on track!





Grade 11:


Register with the eligibility center @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.ncaaclearinghouse.net" ��www.ncaaclearinghouse.net�.


Verify you have the correct name and number of core courses.


After your junior year, have your counselor send a copy of your transcript.


Request your ACT or SAT test scores be sent to the eligibility center (code is “9999”).


Begin your amateurism questionnaire.








Grade 12:


Request ACT or SAT test scores to be sent to the eligibility center (code is “9999”).


Complete amateurism questionnaire and sign the final authorization signature online on or after April 1 if you are expecting to enroll in college in the fall semester.  (If you are expecting to enroll for spring semester, sign the final authorization signature on or after October 1 of the year prior to enrollment.)


Have high school guidance counselor send a final transcript with proof of graduation to eligibility center.





DIVISION I


16 Core-Course Rule


16 Core Courses: 





4 years of English. 


3 years of mathematics (Algebra I or higher). 


2 years of natural/physical science (1 year of lab if 


   offered by high school). 


1 year of additional English, mathematics or 


   natural/physical science. 


2 years of social science. 


4 years of additional courses-from any area above, 


   foreign language or nondoctrinal religion/philosophy. 





A sliding scale is used for test score & GPA.








DIVISION II


14 Core-Course Rule


14 Core Courses: 





3 years of English. 


2 years of mathematics (Algebra I or higher). 


2 years of natural/physical science (1 year of 


   lab if offered by high school). 


2 years of additional English, mathematics or 


   natural/physical science. 


2 years of social science. 


3 years of additional courses-from any area 


   above, foreign language or nondoctrinal 


   religion/philosophy).


Minimum core GPA is 2.0.


Minimum SAT score is 820.


Minimum ACT sum score (English; math; reading & science) is 68.








